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In order to answer this objection, my lords, it is neces-
sary to consider it more distinctly than those who made it
appear to have done, that we may not suffer ourselves to
confound questions real and personal, to mistake one object
for another, or to be confounded by different views.

That the consent of the senate was not asked, my lords,
supposing it a neglect, and a neglect of a criminal kind, of
a tendency to weaken our authority, and shake the found-
ations of our constitution, which is the utmost that the
most ardent imagination, or the most hyperbolical rheto-
rick can utter or suggest, may be, indeed, a just reason for
invective against the ministers, but is of no force if urged
against the measures. To take auxiliaries into our pay may
be right, though it might be wrong to hire them without
applying to the senate; as it is proper to throw water upon
a fire, though it was conveyed to the place without the
leave of those from whose well it was drawn, or over
whose ground it was carried.

If the liberties of Europe be really in danger, if our
treaties oblige us to assist the queen of Hungary against
the invaders of her dominions, if the ambition of France
requires to be repressed, and the powers of Germany to be
animated against her by the certain prospect of a vigorous
support, I cannot discover the propriety of this motion,
even supposing that we have not found from the ministers
all the respect that we have a right to demand. As a
lawful authority may do wrong, so right may be sometimes
done by an unlawful power; and surely, though usurpa-
tion ought to be punished, the benefits which have been
procured by it, are not to be thrown away. We may
retain the troops that have been hired, if they are useful,
though we should censure the ministry for taking them
into pay.

But the motion to which our concurrence is now re-
quired, is a motion by which we are to punish ourselves
for the crime of the ministers, by which we are about to
leave ourselves defenceless, because we have been armed
without our consent, and to resign up all our rights and
privileges to France, because we suspect that they have
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